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SUBJECT: Probable Communist Resctions to Use of the
UXCART for Recomnaissence aver Cubs

Assunptions: ?&g Four flights: two per month for two months
(b} The vehicle would be detected and identified

We think it most likely that there would be no attempt to
shoot down the alrereft, snd that the Commundets wam edither
make no public issue of the matter, or mxé keep pblic comtroversy
in a very low key., If they 814 make an issue st all, 1t would
mowe likely take the form of private wiuning to the US sgainst use
of GXCART over the USSR. But there sre other possibilities which
are included in the discusaion below.

1. The Soviets know of the existence of & US aireraft such
a5 the OXCART: we believe that they do not know the details of
its capabilities. Oume virtually certain reaction to the flights
would be for the mmg to use them to galn move informstion
wbout the vehicle. |

2. 'The Soviets might be puzzled as to why we were using
- this vehiole gt this tiwme, for retums whiech would probably net
maye of the sirveraft's

seem to them worth the cost of revesling
cepabilities. They would mﬁer why we ¢hose to mtw&ﬁee this
new Pfaotor into the Cuban aitmt&m& whieh i qulet, and in which
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they probably consider that we sre getting all the intelligence
we nead from unpublicized and wmolested Us2 flights, We think
thelr most likely interpretations would be that the flights
represented either (a) a stage in the routine replacenent of a
U-2 capability which was obsolescent, or (b) finel trials before
use of the aircraft over North Vietasm, over China, or even over
the USSR,

3« We think it unlikely that the Soviets (or Cubsns) would
attenpt to shoot the GECARY down with an SA-2 missile. We see
no reason why the OXKCART should be attachked when the U2 1s yd., ¥

k, ‘The mlm%im iz whether the Soviets would decide
to make an fssue of the mtter -~ publicly or privately. They
might do %0 out of concem that the US vas preparing to use the
vehicle over the USHR, snd out of e desize to get US sssurences «-

public or private ~- vemouncing sny such wse. It is also possible
that they might use it as sn ocomsion for ﬁai;;mg the whole
 question of overheed reconmaissshce {Miﬁéim that by ﬁ%&liit@ﬁ}j
or more generally for shoving & harder line towsrds the US with

respect to Vietnan.

5. On the whole, we think it unlikely thet the Soviets
would want to heat up the imteruaticusl situstfon over this 1ssus -«
if only because 1t would invelve ewbarvasement sbout past U.2

#Wie are advieed thet any such atbenpt
almost certainly be unsuccessful.
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flights over Cuba, and wneertainties about how to desl with
CQXCART in the future., Hence ve doubt that they would creste
& public furor, or regpen the whole guestion of overhead
reconnalssance. Thers is about an even chence that they would
wake private representations to the US, waming againet use of
the vehicle over the USSR,

6. VWbatever the desires of the US and Soviet governments,
something about use of this vehicle over Cubm might become public,
elther by Cuban declapstion or by lesks to the press. In ﬁmv
cune the Soviets would surely declare their ability to desl with
the aireraft gver the USBR. If thers were substential publicity,
the Soviets might feel constrained to walke & greater lssue of 1t}
we think they would prefer not ‘ta- do s0.

7.  If the vehlcle came down in Cubs (whick ve sre informed
is extremely unlikely) snd especially 4if the pilot were alive,
there would certainly ‘km & great desl of propeganda snd publicity.
The ehances of Soviet actions slong the iines mentioned above
would substantially incresse; we still do not think the Soviets
would ereste an inberomtionsl crisis. If the sirereft came down
mist veactions would

ot sen and was not recovered by Cubans, Cowm
yaturned o 1ts base.

Pprobably be the ssme as if it had




8, ‘There is one other slight possidility vorth canvessing.
The Cubsns mey be sufficlently mnnoyed Wy U-2 reconsaissance, and
suffielently enger to 4o somathing sdbout 1t; to seive upon use of
the GXCART as evidence that the US itself had cimnged a static
situation. They might then considey that it gave them license
to use HA-~2 wmissiles sgainst U2 &imm subssquently overfiying
their country. We belldve that they would not think the risk
worth teking: it does not make much sense from thelr point of
view; moreover they would almost cerdtainly be restrained by the
Soviets. |

if the affair becsme publie.

G
be limited at most to propagands
Both countries would doubtless expect the vehicle to be used over

them, but the North Vietnsmmese at lesst expect direct U8 recons
-paisgance in any cuse, We do not believe thet elther country
would take the event as evidence of US intentions to escalate war

in the Far Bast, though both might issus propagends to this effect.




